
Minutes from St. James Parish Council Meeting – 1/26/2021 

 

In Attendance:  Father O’Blaney, Rose Barnas, Mike Makhlouf, Father Tizio, Melonni Shields, Helen 

Long, Bob Poling, Jeannette List, Jackie Owsinski, Deacon Tom Owsinski, Rick Eyer, Trina Siegrist, Matt 

Morgan, Marcello Medini, Betty Jean Schultz, Bill Armstrong, Deacon Ken DiPaola, Ronnie Reynolds 

 

Absent:  Michael Needelman 

 

Guest:  Tom Scanlon – gave an update to council on where we stand with the Census. 

 

Call to Order:  Mike Makhlouf called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Prayer Service: Father O'Blaney and Rose lead the Prayer service; Deacon Ken read scripture. 

Minutes: December 15 meeting minutes were approved; motion made to accept 1st Bob Poling, 2nd Bill 

Armstrong. 

 
Areas of Mission 
 
Finance (Rose):  

• Rose asked this be moved to the February meeting 
 

R.E.C. (Marcello): 

• Committee meet.  Looking to host Zoom session with small discussion groups and choose a topic 
for discussion. 

• Committee looking for someone within the parish to host to get parishioners talking; a few folks 
were approached but declined.    

• Considered calling it “Thursday Night Getting to Know You” 

• Or other suggestion from committee was to pipe in an existing speaker or an outside speaker.  
Target date to launch is the first or second Thursday in March. 

• Betty Jean asked – Thinking about a series of topics? 

• Marcello stated marketing tools and framework is in place. 

• Melonni suggested that maybe Marcello could do an open forum for the first meeting and ask, 
“Where do we go from here”. 

• Betty Jean noted it may not necessarily need clergy to facilitate these sessions; keep it more 
social. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Justice (Jeannette):  

• Following up to the presentation from Beth & Irma at a previous council meeting, Irma spoke 
with a woman (Bonita) about holding a book study.  Details: book study for discussion, have a 
moderator, book not yet chosen.  Cost would be $40/session. 

• Mike asked Father if the cost is manageable, Father said yes. 

• Book/discussion would be around race. 

• Committee would like to open this up to the community and advertise in Lititz Record.  Helen, 
how would you market it?  Jeannette, a couple of people already interested.  Bob, people could 
post on their Facebook page. 

• Father:  Wants to have a say on the book chosen 

• Bob:  Suggests several books be provided for Father to choose from.   

• Melonni:  Contact Aaron’s Books; they often offer a discount on books. 

• Looking at a February time frame to start 
 

 

 

Open Items  

 

Young Adults Slated for Pastoral Council (Father/Rose) 

• Father:  Our age search of 25 to 40 for singles is tougher than we thought.  We are going to wait 

until the census is complete to see how it pans out. 

 

God’s Merciful Hands Ministry (Rose): 

• Our GMH ministry as well as other seniors assisted with making census phone calls.  Thank you 

too all. 

 

Emergency Response Protocol (Rick/Jeannette): 

• Rick spoke with Cathy Cruz.  The AED batteries are working.  Question was raised regarding the 

blood pressure screening.  Is the hold temporary or permanent?  If permanent, can the records 

be destroyed.   

• First Aid kit project is next in que; a complete kit for the ushers is in the Ushers closet. 

• Bill suggested a memo be sent to Scouts, Ushers, and regular users as to where the kits are 

located. 

• Signage will be posted where kits are located. 

• Marcello suggested a log be created for each kit so it can be noted what was used and what is 

needed to restock. 

 

New Parishioner Virtual Welcome (All): 

• Carroll provided Bill with the mailing list and labels. 

• Bill can personally print the cards at his business. 

• All agreed the cards looks great and gave ok to move forward with printing. 

• Bill assigned council members to call 3, but no more than 4 new members (not Deacon’s or Ex-
Officio members). 



  

SJN Meeting on “Bishops are Saying” Column (Mike): 

• Father gave guidance for the meeting; need to ensure attendees are from both sides; no more 

than 3 from each side. 

• A moderator and scribe are needed. 

• Provide to attendees, all the documents. 

 

Charity Litmus Test (Finance Committee): 

• Move to February meeting.  Finance Committee set to meet next week. 

• Created a subcommittee for this topic. 

 

 

New Business 

 

Little Pantry Progress (Mike): 

• Troup 142 / Ben Nissly; structure coming along nicely, and the place has been chosen where it 

will be installed on our property. 

• Jeannette stated Bill List never heard from Ben; he was also to do two benches.  That was 

dropped because of the cost of the lumber due to the pandemic. 

• Rose stated this has left a gap for parishioners with disabilities, waiting for a ride. 

• Mike and Melonni will take to the Scout committee meeting next week. 

 

Washington Events – Prayer Service (Jeannette): 

• Someone contacted Jeannette to see if we were going to have a prayer service. 

• Mike – will prayer intentions cover it, or does it need to be a bit more extensive? 

• Bill / Jeannette – can Adoration be used? 

• Fr. Tizio – needs to be closer to the time of the events happening; we need to be careful that it 

does not become an everyday occurrence. 

• Bob - Do we really need a ‘crisis team’ 

• Helen – Parish Council should keep these kinds of things on our radar 

• Betty Jean – As pastoral council, put our heads together; form a plan then propose 

recommendations to Father on what the ‘thing’ is. 

 

 

Upcoming Dates: - None 

 

Pastor's comments:  

Father O’Blaney reported that Amy Holland will soon have the Stations of the Cross finished.  Flags are in 

the yard where they will go. 



Additional Comments: 

• Jeannette shared that Joe Dougherty, who ran the Catholic Worker House passed away.  His 

daughter will continue his work. 

Father Tizio offered up a Hail Mary for the reposed soul of Joe Doughtery as our closing prayer. 

Next meeting:  February 23rd @ 7:00 PM, Zoom and Room 104. 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  Trina Siegrist 


